
 

What Are You Looking For? 

Last week we heard the story of Jesus’s baptism from the perspective of Matthew. Crowds 
from across the region had followed John out into the wilderness because they were 
looking for something new. They were victims of, and some may have been perpetrators 
of a system that disadvantaged the poor and the weak, while heaping more power and 
privilege on the powerful. 

They came to repent. They came to be baptized. They came to be part of a movement that 
promised a new way and a new order.  

And Jesus was in that crowd. 

At his insistence, John baptized him, just as he baptized all the others in the crowd. 

In today’s reading from John’s Gospel, the scene is the next day. Jesus is walking by, still 
with the crowd in the wilderness, and John the Baptist recognizes him as the chosen one. 
”Look, here is the Lamb of God.” Andrew and Cephus hear this and set out to meet him.  

When they meet, the exchange is fascinating. 

Jesus asks them: “What are you looking for? 

These disciples of John, who had come out in the wilderness seeking repentance, seeking a 
new way, looking for a leader, didn’t respond directly to the question.  

Instead, they asked: “Where are you staying.” 

This seems like an odd response, but it helps to know that the word translated as “stay” 
means, to abide, to remain, to endure. 

So the question wasn’t: “Where’s your tent, can we stop by for tea and conversation.” It 
was, “What do you abide in?” Where is your heart?” “What are you centered in?” 

To this, Jesus responds, “Come and see.” And they do. 

 

This scene and these questions have a special relevance for us. 

Even though St. Luke’s has been around for 100 years, I think we are at an inflection point. 
Over the next year or so, as we go through a priest transition, and we will begin writing a 
new chapter. 



So the questions, “What are we looking for?” and “Where is our heart?” take on special 
relevance for us as a faith community. 

And as we look outside of these walls, I think it is fair to say that we are at a crisis point. 
Like the crowds who followed John into the wilderness, we are being called out of our 
complacency to face existential threats to our political and social order, to our climate, to 
the peace and well-being of all the earth’s citizens. 

In the face of what seem like impossible challenges, we ask ourselves the same questions: 
“What are we looking for?” Where is our heart?” How does our faith call us to?” 

With these questions and this context, let me suggest three answers. 

First: We are looking to preserve and carry forward what matters most to us. 

We gather here Sunday by Sunday because of what we experience – how our hearts are 
nurtured; how we celebrate life, but also, how we are comforted in times of sorrow; how 
we are centered in and reminded of what matters; how we are strengthened and given 
courage to live the lives we are called to. 

We are a very strong community. All that makes us strong is what we must preserve.  

But as we consider this question – what do we need to preserve? – we will inevitably need 
to ask, “What can we let go of?”  

At next week’s annual meeting, we will gather as a community to look back at 2019 and 
look ahead to 2020.  

There will be the opportunity to review the budget the vestry has established for the next 
year. As budgets always do, it establishes limits, at least in terms of financial resources.  

But rather than feeling constrained by those limits, I think the exercise of focusing on 
what’s essential to preserve can be empowering. And I believe that when we do so, we’ll 
not only find the resources we need to accomplish our essential work, but be a stronger 
community for it. 

Over the next few months, let’s think about and talk about what is essential for us as a 
faith community. Where should we be centered?  

Second, we are looking to grow. 

We’re eager to welcome new people into our congregation – to broaden our community. 
But growing is not just about numbers of people in the pews (and chairs). We’re looking to 
grow in spirit. In today’s Gospel, Jesus gave Cephus a new name. He called him Peter. That 



new name symbolized the new person he would become. I believe, we are looking to 
become new people. 

The spiritual energy at St. Luke’s strong and growing. It’s evident in the way we come 
together in worship. There are no passive spectators here; we are all participants, 
celebrants.  

There’s also a real commitment to learning and growing, from those in the Pray Ground to 
those of us who have been around for a long time. Thanks to the encouragement of a 
group of parents, we are planning to start up a Confirmation program for the first time in a 
number of years. A core group of people involved in adult education is working on ideas 
for re-imagining that program, with a focus on faith formation. Our healing ministry and 
EfM continue to nurture and strengthen our community. 

However, when we think about growing, it is also about finding ways to extend the 
spiritual energy we receive here, into the community and the world outside of these walls. 

Which brings me to my third point. 

We are looking for a faith that is relevant and speaks to our lives outside of church, to 
the communities we live in, to our work place, to the world.  

The Peace Craft project that we’re involved in is about finding ways to make spiritual 
connections with our neighborhoods. We want to connect with those around us who may 
not currently find relevance in what we do and say here. We aspire to become a spiritual 
hub/center for the neighborhood. To be relevant. 

When I started to let people at work know that I was taking on a more active role here, 
several of them have said they would love and come to hear me sometime. 

These are, for the most part, people who aren’t active in a church. I’m thinking, “Oh my 
God, would what I have to say be relevant to them? Would it connect with what they 
wonder and worry about? Would it connect with the things we talk about and do at work? 

To be relevant, the question can’t just be, “What are we looking for? But, “What are those 
around us looking for? How is the faith we profess relevant? 

How does it address impeachment? Economic inequality? Immigration? Workplace 
conflict? Social status? Bullying? Financial pressures? Family matters?  Picking a college? 
All the things people think about every day. 

To figure this out, to figure out how our faith translates, how it is relevant, I would 
encourage us to bring the things we think about, worry about, the issues we talk about at 



work or over the dinner table into this space, and hold them up against what we celebrate 
here and what we profess to believe.  

I’m not sure what answers we’ll learn from this. But whatever we learn, I don’t think we 
will find that being relevant means following the most current trends or the newest ideas.  

Tomorrow is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  

In 1954, two years before the Montgomery Bus Boycott he gave a sermon that didn’t 
explicitly mention civil rights, but surely laid a theological ground work for all he did and all 
the ways he changed the world. 

In the sermon he notes all the ways we’ve made progress as a society, and yet how this 
progress has not addressed, “the real cause of man’s problems and the real cause of the 
world’s ills today.” 

“The trouble isn’t so much that we don’t know enough, but it’s as if we aren’t good 
enough.  

In response to this diagnosis, he calls on the congregation to reconnect with a moral 
foundation, with enduring moral values that do not change: 

 To recognize “It’s wrong to hate. It has always been wrong, and it always will be 
wrong to hate!” 

 To recognize that moral relativism – the idea that if it works, it must be OK – is 
wrong.  He says, “we have adopted a sort of a pragmatic test for right and wrong-
whatever works is right. 

 And quoting Thomas Carlyle,  to recognize “No lie can live forever.”  

Perhaps anticipating the movement he would soon some to lead, King concluded his 
sermon with these words: 

If we are to go forward,  we must go back and rediscover these precious values. God bless 
you. (Amen, Amen, Amen)  

So, as we look forward, 

 As we look to preserve  and carry forward what is most essential 

 As we look to grow 

 As we look to find a relevant message that speaks truth to the world around us 

I think these words of Dr. King are powerful. 

To go forward, we must look back. 



Isn’t that what those who came into the wilderness to be baptized were doing. Looking  
back in repentance, looking back to the words spoken by the prophets, reclaiming eternal 
truths – and then rising from the water, named a beloved child, and ready to go forward. 

Isn’t that what we do in moments of prayer and introspection? Those moments that lead 
us to repentance and a new start? 

The disciples ask Jesus, “Where are you staying?” But they are really asking, can I be with 
you? Can I go with you? Can I give you my heart? Can I be where you are? 

This is an exciting time for us. Like Peter and Andrew, we are setting out. They didn’t know 
the exact destination and neither do we. But as Jesus said to them, “Come and see.” 


